THE RIGHT OF ASSOCIATION

i A speech delivered at the annual meeting of the Howrak
People's Association.}

MY friend Pandit Gispati Kavyatirtha has somewhat
shirked today his duty* as it was set down for him ia
the programme and left it to me. I hope you will
not mind if I depart a little from the suggestion he
has made to me. I would like, instead of assuming
the role of a preacher and telling you your duties
which you know well enough yourselves, to take, if
you will allow me, a somewhat wider subject, not
unconnected with it but of a wider range. In
addressing you today I wish to say a few words about
the general right of association especially as we have
practised and are trying to practise it in India today.
I choose this subject for two reasons, first, because
it is germane to the nature of the meeting we are
holding, and secondly, because we have seen arbitrary
hands laid upon that right of association which is every-
where cherished as a sign and safeguard of liberty and
means of development of a common life.
There are three rights which are particularly che~
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